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Author’s Note:

Th is analysis examines the period considered by some the “good years” (i.e. the 
revolutionary period) of the Communist Party of the U.S. Th e piece was originally 

written in 1980 right after I had left the coalfi elds. It was based on both detailed research 
into this history and our own experience of trying to develop revolutionary organization 
among workers using a left-economist approach. Th e article was originally published in 

Revolution, which was then the theoretical journal of the 
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

As I re-read this piece, after so many years, there were inevitably new questions that came 
to mind — but I won’t get into them here. I just want to off er it online because it think it 

raises important questions about how does revolutionary consciousness develop among the 
oppressed and because it speaks to issues around trade union organizing that have 

re-emerged among a new generation of revolutionaries.

I look forward to correspondence and discussion with any of you who would like to
 explore these historical and political questions with me.

Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 United States Licence.
Feel free to reprint, distribute or quote this with attribution.

Kasama 
is a communist project that, in theory and practice, 

fi ghts for the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions.

website: kasamaproject.org
email: kasamasite@yahoo.com
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